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Bus agency under fire for on-time rate 


Embattled organization 
facing more accusations, 
while vote on fate continues 


By CORBETT SMITH 


Staff Writer 
corbettsmith@dallasnews.com 


Just as early voting has begun on 
a referendum on its very existence, 
Dallas County Schools is locked in 
a battle with its biggest custom- 
er, Dallas ISD, on whether it gets 
enough kids to school on time. 

The embattled agency, which op- 
erates most public school buses in 
Dallas County, is facing thousands 


of dollars in fines if it can’t convince 
DISD that its on-time arrival rates 
are accurate. DISD officials say 
those numbers are bunk because 
they exclude almost a third of their 
routes. 

It’s yet another stumble for DCS, 
coming less than two weeks from an 
election that will decide its fate. 

And to make matters worse for 
the bus operator, it’s not the only 
bit of bad news coming out. A video 
obtained by The Dallas Morning 
News shows DISD students illegally 
packed into the aisle of a DCS bus 


See BUS Page 2A 
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Students exited a bus at Greiner Exploratory Arts Academy, a 
middle school magnet in Oak Cliff, on Wednesday. 


GAME 7: COWBOYS 33, REDSKINS 19 


Basking in victory 


IN SPORTSDAY: DeMarcus Lawrence and the sack masters are a big reason the team has won two in a row. 1C 
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Cowboys defensive end DeMarcus Lawrence glowed in the light reflected off raindrops as he left FedEx Field on Sunday after Dallas 
downed Washington, 33-19. A steady rain made for a sloppy game between the longtime rivals with the Cowboys defense ringing up four 
sacks, including one by Lawrence, and causing three turnovers. The Cowboys improved to 4-3 to take over second place in the NFC East. 


Also: The team may learn this week if Ezekiel Elliott can finish the season or will begin serving his suspension right away. 1C 


MILITARY 


Congressman grieves with families of fallen 


Thousands of condolence 
letters are his penance after 
voting for Iraq war, he says 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


RALEIGH, N.C. — On a Sunday 
morning more than two weeks after 
four U.S. soldiers were ambushed 
and killed in Niger, Rep. Walter 
Jones sat at the desk in his North 
Carolina office, doing what he’s 


done more than 11,000 times in 14 
years: signing letters to families of 
the dead troops. 

“My heart aches as I write this 
letter for I realize you are suffering 
a great loss,’ the letter begins. 

It’s a form letter, but the Repub- 
lican congressman signs each one 
personally — penance, he says, for 
voting yes for the Iraq war in 2002. 

“For me, it’s a sacred responsibil- 
ity that I have to communicate my 


condolences to a family,’ Jones said 
in a telephone interview. “And it’s 
very special to me because it goes 
back to my regretting that I voted to 
go into the Iraq war.” 

While President Donald Trump 
and his staff feuded publicly this 
month with a congresswoman and 
the pregnant widow of a soldier 
killed Oct. 4 in Niger, Jones was 
quietly continuing his letter writing. 

He gets permission from a mili- 


tary liaison who makes sure that 
family members want condolences 
from a congressman they have likely 
never heard of. Then, from a desk 
drawer in his office in Greenville, he 
retrieves the same black ink foun- 
tain pen that he’s used since he be- 
gan this ritual years ago. In some 
cases, he sends letters to multiple 
relatives of a single soldier. 


See CONGRESSMAN Page 2A 


PRESIDENCY 


Trump 
assails 
Russia 
probe 


Outburst follows report that 
first grand jury indictments 
could be announced today 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


Tensions between Republicans 
and Democrats over the investiga- 
tion of Russian involvement in the 
2016 presidential election intensi- 
fied Sunday, with President Donald 
Trump demanding to know why his 
campaign is un- 
der federal scrutiny 
while his former op- 
ponent Hillary Clin- 
ton is not. 

The presidentť’s 
latest outburst over 
the inquiry led by 
special counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller surfaced 
on Twitter as his administration 
braced for the possibility that the first 
batch of charges in the case could be 
publicly announced as soon as Mon- 
day. CNN reported that a federal 
grand jury had approved an indict- 
ment, although details of the possible 
charges and the name of a defendant 
remained unclear. 

Trump issued four tweets over 24 


ROBERT 
MUELLER 


See TRUMP Page 8A 


LEGISLATURE 


Straus exit 
soups up 


primary 


Expect a battle for the state 
GOP’ soul and policies, 
political observers say 


By ROBERT T. GARRETT 
Austin Bureau 
rtgarrett@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — Speaker Joe Straus’ 
decision to give up one of state gov- 
ernment’s most powerful posts adds 
to the intensity of what already was 
shaping up as fierce 
combat in Texas 
House primaries in 
March. 

Straus’ exit has 
demoralized busi- 
ness and trade as- 
sociation executives 
who prize predict- 
ability and liked his 
governing style, according to several 
close observers of the Legislature. 

It’s opened up the possibility of 
a far more conservative House, es- 
pecially as center-right Republicans 
face an even greater challenge. Next 


STRAUS 


See PRIMARY Page 3A 
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